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NEW SPACE
SERVES CLIENTS

One Woman Taking Steps Forward:
Justice & Mercy Legal Aid Clinic (JAMLAC)
By Lily Lohrey

Jill’s husband was manipulative and charming.* He made sure that Jill was completely
isolated from everyone who could support
her. She didn’t have any of her own money.
She rarely even left the house without him at
her side. As she lay beside him at night she
could feel herself slipping away.
She didn’t even recognize herself anymore.
She wasn’t the type of person who would put
up degrading comments, hitting, or pushing
her around. Had she really lost her fiery independence? No. He loved her. He always said
that. He just wanted her to be better; he hit
her because he loved her. He always made
up for the outbursts. And besides, without
him, where would she go? How would she
survive? What about her little girl?

The nights started getting worse. Her six-yearold daughter would come in and ask, “Is daddy drunk again?” When the abuse spilled
over from her life into her precious daughter’s
life she took action.
They ran, but building a separate life was
hard. They had to stay in a shelter and she
scrounged for odd jobs. Every day was a
struggle to get out of bed—but she kept on
taking steps. She found her way to the Justice
and Mercy Legal Aid Clinic (JAMLAC), sitting
in our office, taking the next step, this time to
get legal protection.
Every client who walks through the glass
doors of the JAMLAC office brings a story. The
women who sit across from me in stiff-backed
green chairs, teach me what strength looks
like. Most of these women come from homes
that are more dangerous than dark alleys.
Their voices plead with us to understand. Their
stories echo in my mind for days as they describe the hardships of leaving the “comfort”
of home and the strength it takes to start over.
*Name changed.

“Every day I am inspired by lawyers who selflessly spend
hours helping hopeless men and women get back on
their feet. Watching them day by day give of themselves, motivates me to search for my vocara—
my passion and purpose.” - Lily Lohrey
Lily Lohrey was a Denver Urban Semester intern at JAMLAC. She is a
from Oklahoma and is participating in the Kivu Gap Year program.
See more about Denver Urban Semester on page 2.

The Mile High Ministries 25th
anniversary capital campaign
resulted in significant increase
in space for JAMLAC. They
now have four confidential
meeting spaces, compared to
only one in their previous offices. The new lobby provides
a more welcoming space for
clients who often need to bring
their children along to meetings. Overall, the expansion
allows JAMLAC to be more
professional, efficient and
effective in their services to
clients. JAMLAC offers professional legal services to those
struggling with poverty who
have experienced domestic
violence, sexual assault or related legal issues.

SUPPORT
FROM LEGAL
COMMUNITY
Thanks to Bachus & Schanker
for hosting the Joy of Giving
fundraiser for JAMLAC; over
$18,000 was raised.

For future events, see
MileHighMin.org/events.

MILE HIGH MISSION: We mobilize our communities and
equip leaders for God’s transformational work among the poor.

CHRISTMAS STORE
December 6, 2014 marked the 25th annual Mile High
Ministries Christmas Store, where low-income parents from
all around Denver selected their children’s gifts. Participants
paid a fraction of the cost for each gift. The Christmas Store
was a festive atmosphere with volunteers who wrapped
gifts, holiday cookies, beverages and music.

Fall students participating in a streams of faith class

DENVER URBAN SEMESTER
Denver Urban Semester is a hands-on experience to help
students find their vocation—not just a job or a career, but
to understand how and why God created them. The program is structured to put their education, their calling and
their career aspirations together, integrated with their faith.
Here are thoughts from two recent DUS students:

“I had fears and anxieties about living in Denver—
trying to get around with public transportation,
navigating the city, and just working with a
different population of people.”

We are still accepting donations to underwrite the $20,000 in gifts purchased by
Mile High Ministries. Make your gift today
at milehighmin.org/donate or by mail
to Mile High Ministries, 913 N Wyandot St,
Denver, CO 80204

Thanks for making Christmas a
hope-filled time for families
on the margin.

—Audrey (from a town of just 1,500 people)

“They showed us, right off of downtown where all
the rich and successful people are, these drainage
tunnels for the river where kids our age who are
homeless will crawl in at night and sleep.”
—Sean (after a “turf tour”)

For more about Denver Urban Semester, including
a recent video describing their work, visit
MileHigMin.org/Denver-Urban-Semester.
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